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Tennessee News Release 

EXCELLENT TENNESSEE WHEAT CROP ON THE HORIZON 
 

TENNESSEE, May 10, 2013 – A May 1 survey conducted by USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service 

showed that Tennessee farmers are expecting an excellent wheat crop with a projected average yield of 65 

bushels per acre, the second highest yield on record and just 4 bushels shy of the record yield set in 2011. The 

result, if realized, when combines roll through in June would be a Tennessee wheat crop rising to the level of 

30.6 million bushels, up 43 percent from last year’s good crop. Wheat crop development this year is slower than 

normal due to cooler than normal temperatures and above normal precipitation, but not a major concern. 

Growers have finished top-dressing and are dealing with some disease pressure. Tennessee farmers seeded 

550,000 acres last fall, up 31 percent from the previous year. Wheat producers expect to harvest 470,000 acres 

for grain, 130,000 more than a year ago. The remaining 80,000 acres were used as a cover crop or will be 

harvested for hay or silage.  

 

United States:  Winter wheat: Production is forecast at 1.49 billion bushels, down 10 percent from 2012. As of 

May 1, the United States yield is forecast at 45.4 bushels per acre, down 1.8 bushels from last year. Expected 

grain area is forecast at 32.7 million acres, down 6 percent from last year. Hard Red Winter (HRW) harvested 

acreage is down about 14 percent from the previous year. Soft Red Winter (SRW) harvested acreage is expected 

to be up 21 percent from last year. As of April 28, thirty-three percent of the winter wheat crop in the 18 major 

producing States was rated in good to excellent condition, 31 percentage points below the same week in 2012. 

Nationally, 14 percent of the winter wheat crop was headed by April 28, fifteen percentage points behind the 5-

year average pace. 
 
 

Winter Wheat: Tennessee, Surrounding States, and U.S., May 1, 2013 with Comparisons
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1 2013 forecast, 2012 final. 

 

 

TENNESSEE HAY SUPPLIES ADEQUATE BUT REDUCED 
 

Tennessee:  May 1 hay stocks, on Tennessee farms, going into the new crop year totaled 425,000 tons, down 

291,000 tons from a year earlier. Reduced hay production in 2012 was the major contributing factor. Despite 

these circumstances, livestock producers reported that winter hay supplies were mostly adequate. As of the 

week ending May 5, over 80 percent of pastures were reported to be in fair-to-good condition. Hay harvest is 

behind schedule, with producers just now starting their first cutting. 

 

United States:  All hay stored on United States farms May 1, 2013 totaled 14.2 million tons, down 34 percent 

from a year ago. This is the lowest May 1 stocks level on record. Disappearance from December 1, 2012 - May 

1, 2013 totaled 62.4 million tons, compared with 69.3 million tons for the same period a year earlier. With the 

exception of California, Colorado, Georgia, Louisiana, Maryland, New Jersey, Rhode Island, and South 

Carolina, hay stocks as a percent of production decreased from last year Nationwide. Last year’s historic 

drought led to a substantial decrease in hay production, and therefore beginning stocks for many States. In many 

areas, the limited availability of native feedstuffs forced producers to feed their herds earlier than normal. 

Additionally, a cold, wet spring has limited pasture growth causing prolonged dependence on supplemental 

roughage and feedstuffs in portions of the Midwest. 

State 

Acreage Harvested Yield Per Acre Production 

2012 2013 2012 2013 2012 2013 

 1,000 Acres Bushels 1,000 Bushels 

Arkansas 450 580 55.0 55.0 24,750 31,900 

Georgia 230 350 49.0 50.0 11,270 17,500 

Kentucky 470 560 62.0 66.0 29,140 36,960 

Mississippi 345 375 57.0 56.0 19,665 21,000 

Missouri 690 950 57.0 53.0 39,330 50,350 

North Carolina 750 920 57.0 59.0 42,750 54,280 

TENNESSEE 340 470 63.0 65.0 21,420 30,550 

Virginia 240 270 65.0 62.0 15,600 16,740 

United States 34,834 32,709 47.2 45.4 1,645,202 1,485,757 


